Athletic Committee 2025–2026 Year-End Report
Overview
During the 2025–2026 academic year, the Athletic Committee focused on advancing student-athlete academic success, well-being, and engagement while responding to the evolving landscape of collegiate athletics. Guided by its formal charges, the committee met quarterly to address key priorities, assess progress, and implement improvements.

Committee Charges and Strategic Focus
The committee’s work was anchored in several core priorities, including enhancing academic support systems, expanding online and summer course availability, improving communication and policies related to travel and class absences, supporting student-athlete well-being and engagement, monitoring academic outcomes and transfer portal trends, and assessing broader changes in college athletics and their institutional impact.
These focus areas provided a clear roadmap for the committee’s work and decision-making throughout the year.

Key Accomplishments and Progress
Academic Excellence and Student Success
The Athletic Department achieved the highest GPA in program history, with a significant percentage of student-athletes earning honor roll recognition. Graduation rates for student-athletes exceeded those of the general student population, and the Academic Progress Rate remained exceptionally strong.
The committee supported these outcomes by encouraging expanded online course offerings, particularly during the summer, and by monitoring barriers to degree completion, especially for transfer student-athletes.

Academic Support Systems and Technology
The transition to the Stellic Planner for tracking progress toward degree marked a significant shift in advising and compliance processes. While the system shows promise, the committee identified areas needing improvement, including accuracy, efficiency, and usability.
Collaboration across campus units, including Admissions and the Registrar, was strengthened to manage the increasing volume and timing challenges associated with transfer student-athletes.

Policy Improvements and Academic Flexibility
The committee made meaningful progress in strengthening policies related to student-athlete participation. A key achievement was approval for a permanent exception allowing athletes to hold activities on Stop Day and the following weekend.
Efforts also continued to improve travel communication practices and clarify expectations around excused absences. The committee explored tools and best practices to support clearer communication between faculty and student-athletes.

International Student-Athlete Support
Supporting international student-athletes emerged as an important priority early in the year. The committee facilitated stronger collaboration between Athletics and the Applied English Center to address scheduling conflicts and structural challenges.
This work led to better coordination of course scheduling, plans for earlier language placement testing, and a shared understanding of resource and funding constraints. Both groups committed to continued collaboration and long-term improvements.

Student-Athlete Well-Being and Engagement
The committee maintained a strong focus on the overall well-being of student athletes, including mental health, physical health, nutrition, and safety.
Programs such as KU Leads were highlighted for their role in supporting leadership development and post-graduation success. The committee also evaluated opportunities to enhance Student-Athlete Advisory Committee programming, strengthen campus connections, and increase community engagement.

Transfer Portal and Changing Athletics Landscape
The transfer portal continued to significantly impact student-athlete movement, roster composition, and retention. The committee monitored these trends and recognized the need for rapid coordination across academic and administrative units.

Early Access to Training and Academic Preparation
The committee explored opportunities to provide earlier access to required online trainings so student-athletes could complete them prior to the start of the academic year.
In addition, the testing center pilot program showed promise in supporting student athletes who miss coursework due to travel, and the committee will continue to monitor this.

Governance and Committee Evolution
Potential restructuring of advisory bodies may occur with elimination of the Athletic Director’s Advisory Council being replaced with the Athletic Committee taking on the central advisory role.

Ongoing and Future Priorities
Looking ahead, the committee will continue to refine advising tools and academic systems, improve communication surrounding travel and absences, expand flexible course options, strengthen support for international students, enhance student engagement, and monitor changes in the broader collegiate athletics environment.

Conclusion
The 2025–2026 academic year demonstrated strong alignment between the committee’s priorities and its accomplishments. Through collaboration with Athletics, faculty, and campus partners, the committee made meaningful progress in improving academic outcomes, strengthening support systems, and adapting to the rapidly evolving world of collegiate athletics.
