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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE ATHLETIC COMMITTEE (USAC) 
 
 

FY13 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP:  
    

Chair, Sandra Gautt, Special Education  
Max Utsler, Journalism   
Kathy Suprenant, Molecular Biosciences   
John Staniunas, Theatre  
Catherine Shenoy, Business   
Joy Ward, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 
Brandon Kuzara, Student 
David Catt, Student    
Aaron Quisenberry, Unclassified Staff   
Ronda Morgison, University Support Staff  
Sarah Campbell, HR/EO, University Support Staff  (Fall Semester) 
Susan Shaw, Parking, University Support Staff (Spring Semester) 
 
Ex--‐Officio (non--‐ voting)    
Jerry Bailey, Faculty Athletic Representative  (Fall Semester) 
Susan Williams, Chemical & Petroleum Engineering, Faculty Athletic Representative (Spring Semester) 
Paul Buskirk, Assoc. AD, Student Athlete Support Services  
 
The report is organized to respond to the committee’s FY13 standing and specific charges.  However, to 
facilitate the report’s coherence, responses to specific charges have been incorporated within the 
discussion of a standing charge, where appropriate.  
 

STANDING CHARGES  
  

Standing Charge 1.  Review KU and Kansas Athletics Inc. (KAI) efforts to promote and maintain  
academic excellence, as they pertain to athletics. (Ongoing)  
  

a. Identify potential barriers to student athlete integration into curricular and extra‐ curricular 
activities, and recommend mechanisms to overcome such barriers.  

b. Recommend campus initiatives to target academic success of student athletes, including 
collaboration with the on--‐going academic programs at the Student Athlete Support Center. 

c. Recommend educational programs and communication strategies to increase community 
awareness of issues such as Academic Progress Rate (APR), progress towards degree and 
similar regulations as well as academic honors and awards to student--‐athletes.  

d. Review current--‐year data on missed class days due to competition and travel.  
e. Review the following KAI academic reports: Spring and Fall Student--‐Athlete Grade 

Summary, NCAA Academic Progress Rate Institutional Report, and Graduation Rates.  
f. Review the KAI report on academic majors for student--‐athletes and non--‐athletes.  

 

 
The committee reviewed the following indicators of academic progress: Graduation Rates, Spring and 

Fall 2012 overall and team grade point averages (Attachment A), NCAA Academic Progress Rate (APR) 

Institutional Reports (2010---11 and 2011-12) and graduation rates.    Student-athlete graduation rates 

continue to exceed the rate for all KU students [2005---06 freshman---cohort graduation rate – all 

students (61%), student---athletes (69%) and 4---year class averages – all students (61%), student 

athletes (64%)].   The student---athlete graduation success rate, calculated separately, was 85%, an 

increase from79% for the 2004-5 cohort.   In Spring 2011, the all sports combined grade point average 

was 2.99 with 53% (209) of students on active rosters achieving a GPA of 3.0 or higher. The Fall 2012 
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all sports combined GPA was 2.94 with 51% (239) students on active rosters achieving a 3.0 or higher.  

Team GPA’s ranged from 2.48(women’s basketball) to 3.44 (volleyball) for Spring 2012 and from 2.34 

(women’s basketball) to 3.42 (women’s golf) for Fall 2012. 
 
The NCAA Academic Progress Rate (APR) is a measure intended to help athletics stay attune to 

academics.  The 2011----2012 multiyear rate APR reversed a two-year trend of increased APRs across  

teams.  Despite this reversed trend, multiyear rates ranged from 953 to 1000 resulting in no programs 

below the NCAA benchmark 925 requiring a team improvement plan.  The committee does recommend 

careful review of the 2011-12 data in comparison with the 2012-13 data with specific emphasis on 

variability across sports and specific sport trajectories.   
 
The committee continues to review trend data for athlete and non---athlete academic majors (Specific 

Charge  1).  Of particular interest to the committee was the degree to which the APR requirements 

would limit student---athletes flexibility in choice of major or change majors or in the intellectual 

exploration afforded other students.  The focus of this review was to (1) monitor the impact of the 

NCAA requirement that student athletes must declare a major by the end of their second year (after 

three semesters) and begin meeting academic progress thresholds each succeeding year and (2) ensure 

that academic major clusters, if they exist, clearly reflect sound academic and career choice decisions.  

Specific Charge 1 guided the committee’s review and emphasis on data trend analysis.   

 

The committee reviewed data from Fall 2005 through Fall 2011.  The largest discrepancy in majors as 

defined by two-digit CIP code was in undecided liberal arts and sciences, general studies and humanities.  

The number of students in this category is larger for student-athletes than for the general student 

population. This may reflect more student-athletes delay in declaring a major because NCAA rules make 

changing majors once declared more difficult.  Based on the committee’s review, no significant clusters 

of majors continue to differentiate the student---athletes from non---athletes relative to CIP 

classifications or University division.  The large number of comparisons and small sample sizes for the 

student athlete population and some academic divisions limited determination of statistically significant 

trends.  However, the following general patterns did emerge: (1) confirmation of the discrepancy noted 

above of the large number of students and student-athletes who have not declared a major; (2) a relatively 

large number of student-athletes majoring in Sport Science; and (3) a relatively small number of student 

athletes entering the professional schools.  The committee did not believe these trends problematic given 

the impact of the NCAA academic progress requirements, student interests, and the time commitment 

required to pursue many of the professional school programs in comparison with a liberal arts major.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Specific Charges FY14: 

 
Review the potential impact of implementation of the University’s common core on the academic progress 
of student-athletes. 

 
Collaborate with KAI on strategies to promote increased awareness of student---athlete academic 
honors and awards to the broader University community. 
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Standing Charge 2.  Review KU and KAI efforts to provide a premiere student---athlete 
experience. (Ongoing) 

 
a. Recommend mechanisms to enable broader discussions of opportunities to improve the         

student---athlete experience. 
b. Provide review of programs designed to ensure the academic success, personal 

development, and personal welfare of student athletes. 
c. Review, summarize and disseminate KAI reports identifying student wellness 

parameters including but not limited to drug testing practices and policies, nutrition 
and physical health, psychological and emotional well being, and social integration. 

d. Review data resulting from KAI exit---interview and KAI survey questions regarding 
participation in the broader campus community.  

 
Social integration of student---athletes within the broader campus community continued as a 

charge to the committee (Specific Charge 3).  The FY09 committee report identified the range of 

involvement of student--- athletes in specific activities and living arrangements, and the diversity of 

academic majors.  That committee concluded that student---athletes appeared to be socially 

integrated into the broader campus community while recognizing that the increased demands of 

training, competition, and KAI student development activities will continue to limit the time 

available for broad participation.  The FY10 committee worked collaboratively with KAI to 

identify a systematic way to collect campus integration data through modification of the KAI 

senior, first and third year surveys and the senior exit interview process.    The following question 

was added to the surveys distributed and asked in the exit interviews during Spring 2011 and 

Spring 2012:  Were you given opportunities to integrate into campus activities? If yes, what are 

some examples?  If no, what are the barriers? 

 
Table 1 Student---Athlete Perceptions of Opportunities to Integrate into Campus Activities 

 
Survey Response Rate % Yes Examples % No Barriers 
  2011 2012 1211 2012   2011 2012   
                  

1st & 3rd Year 
Survey 

73 
(28%) 

154 
(53%) 64 51.5 

Volunteer work, campus 
clubs, campus ministry, 
sorority, attendance at SUA  

36 48.5 
Time limitations 

                  

Senior Exit Survey 25 
(29%) 

27 
(30%) 55 68 

Sorority, Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee 
(SAAC), joining campus 
clubs related to major, 
honor society, research 
opportunities. 

45 32 

Time limitations 
and commitment 
to one's sport 

 
A range of academic and social experiences was identified from the survey result and committee 

member experiences.   Although activities through the Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) 

and Athletic Department events were noted most often, experiences in Student Senate, Greek 

organizations, clubs related to specific majors and interests, SUA events, sororities/fraternities, and 

University Theater productions were identified.  The major barrier to broader participation was time, 

given the demands of athletic competition.  Several additional factors emerged from the exit 
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interviews – a) the emphasis on academics and athletics, not integration into the broader campus 

activities was consistent with the focus of seniors approaching graduation and beyond; b) lack of 

knowledge of the activities of other campus groups like SUA, student government, and Greek life was 

noted; and c) identification with SAAC in providing social interaction with student---athletes from other 

teams and engagement in activities other academics and athletic competition.  The committee 

continues to feel strongly that the resulting student---athlete data should be interpreted in the context 

of individual interests/choice and time commitments of non---athletes in time---intensive majors, such as 

the arts, architecture and engineering. 
 

While the committee remains interested in monitoring any barriers that may arise, the issue of 

integration of student-athletes into broader campus community has become the focus of the 

campus student leadership.  Student Senate and SAAC are moving forward with a new initiative and 

joint task force charged to determine strategies for increased collaboration – which specifically 

addresses this committee’s initial concern regarding a more integrated campus experience for both 

groups of students. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
FY14 Specific Charge: Continue to monitor data resulting from KAI exit---interview and KAI 
survey questions regarding participation in the broader campus community and review Student 
Senate/SAAC task force recommendations. 

 
 

Standing Charge 3.  Help to ensure that KU maintains athletic compliance with University, Big 
XII and NCAA rules. (Ongoing) 

 
a. Recommend educational programs and communication strategies to ensure the KU community 

better understands our combined responsibility for compliance. 
 

b. Review and summarize KAI reports identifying athletic compliance parameters including but not 
limited to ten--‐day absence policies, academic screening practices and recruiting practices. 

 
 
There were no current compliance issues.  A continuing charge (Specific Charge 4) for the committee 

is facilitating communication between KAI compliance staff and campus faculty and staff.  The 

committee met with Theresa Becker, Associate Athletic Director for Compliance to better 

understand NCAA changes impacting compliance and to explore strategies to enhance communication 

with faculty and staff regarding compliance issues.   Information was shared regarding current NCAA 

progress toward degree and continuing eligibility requirements.  A quick guide to these 

requirements identifying academic eligibility requirements from freshman through the 5th year is 

found in Attachment B.   An area of change is the NCAA initial eligibility standards effective 2015 

reflecting a higher level of achievement through core courses and higher GPA and SAT or ACT sum 

scores (Attachment C). The results will be student athletes who are qualifiers or academic redshirts.    

 

The timing of changing majors and double majors were identified as areas of potential conflicts 

between academic advisement and athletic eligibility requirements.  Increased coordination 
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between campus and faculty academic advisors a n d  athletic academic advisors in Student Athlete 

Support is required to proactively address these potential conflicts.   The committee recommended 

that the compliance staff continue to distribute compliance information via email to all faculty and 

academic advisors, with special emphasis on faculty mentors.  The conversations with the 

compliance staff provide an opportunity for increasing the awareness of these issues by new 

committee members as well as identifying effective strategies for disseminating information to the 

broader faculty and staff. 
 
The committee reviewed 2012---2013 data on missed class days due to competition including related 

travel days.   All sports were within the KAI policy requirement of a max of 10 with the exception of 

softball (18 days) and baseball (12 days) in Spring 2013.  KAI administrators approved both 

exceptions through the existing review and exception process.   It is important to note that the missed 

classes policy does not include post---season tournaments.  Sport supervisors and the Associate 

Athletic Director for Student Support review team competition dates with coaches during the 

development of team schedules.  Such review allows scheduling adjustments to be made prior to the 

start of the team’s season, reducing the need for exceptions to the policy. The committee concluded 

that the strategies and monitoring in place continue to effectively support student---athletes’ 

academic progress.  The committee recommends continued monitoring of both the policy and data 

in light of the recent expansion of the Big XII Conference to include schools requiring significantly 

greater travel distances.  To date the greatest impact of realignment on travel distances and 

scheduling has been for the University of West Virginia. 

RECOMMENDATION    
 

FY 14 Specific Charge: 
 

Continue to dialogue with KAI Compliance staff to identify strategies for disseminating information to 
faculty and appropriate staff regarding compliance issues and regulations that are impacted by 
academic actions and decisions. 
 
Standing Charge 4.  Help to ensure that KU strategic goals pertaining to athletics are accomplished. 
(Ongoing) 
 

a. Recommend educational programs and communication strategies to enhance the balance 
between academics and athletics, as well as to promulgate broad understanding of the goals and 
priorities of each. 

b. Review KU and KAI practices and policies pertaining to diversity in athletics, including Title IX 
compliance. 

 
 
The USAC did not specifically address the issue of diversity and Title IX.   KAI has instituted a process 

of external consultant audits in each of these areas.  The committee was provided an overview of the 

annual audits in both areas.  The Title IX audit process focuses on the following areas annually:  effective 

accommodation of student interests and abilities, athletic financial assistance (scholarships) and equal 

opportunity and the equivalence standard of Title IX.  Continued progress has occurred across the time 

of the initial review (2004) in roster management, financial assistance and facilities.  Considerable 



 6 

funding has been required for progress in the area of facilities’ improvements.   The addition of facilities 

in Rock Chalk Park will significantly address discrepancies in this area.   

 

In Spring 2011, an initial series of interviews were conducted to assess the current diversity and 

inclusion policies and practices in KAI.  The outcome of the audit was identification of assets and 

challenges that form the basis for future reviews and areas of improvement.    

 
Standing Charge 5. Help to facilitate systematic dialog between KU and KAI regarding items 
of mutual interest. (Ongoing) 

 
a. Recommend mechanisms for improved communication between KAI and faculty, staff and 

students. 
b. Work with KAI to avoid potentially divisive issues of interest to faculty, staff and students.  
c. Maintain regular communications with the NCAA/Big XII Faculty Representative, the 
d. Athletics Advisory Committee (AAC), KAI, and University Governance to ensure the needs 

of each are being served. 
e. Ensure that at least one member continues to participate in the CAC, including 

subcommittees, such as those on athlete well being. 
 
As noted in previous committee reports, the structure of the USAC continues to work well to 

facilitate communication between University Senate and Kansas Athletics.  The six faculty members of 

the USAC serve on the Athletics Advisory Committee, the advisory committee to the Athletics Director.  

This body replaced the Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics and serves in an 

advisory capacity to the Athletics Director.  Athletic Director Zenger has initiated a model of 

supplementary quarterly meetings with each of the constituent groups represented on the Advisory 

Committee (i.e., faculty, students, alumni).  The restructured format has provided more direct access to 

current issues and an opportunity for USAC members to gain an increased understanding of the athletic 

enterprise. To ensure even broader constituent access and interaction, the chair of the USAC invited Dr. 

Zenger to attend a committee meeting to engage the full committee in a transparent dialogue on 

athletics, his vision and goals for KU Athletics.  Dr. Zenger has asked that this opportunity continue 

with next year’s committee.   The ex---officio members of USAC (Associate AD for Student---Athlete 

Support Services, and the Faculty Athletics Representative) continued to play significant roles in 

providing context for the committee’s deliberations and facilitating timely access to information.  The 

opportunity to directly engage them in our deliberations continues to facilitate communication on 

issues related to the broad area of athletics.  The committee’s FY12 recommendation for the additional 

student member representing the Student Athlete Advisory Committee was approved by University 

Senate and the Chancellor and is effective with the FY14 committee.  This addition will add an 

important constituent voice to the committee’s deliberations. 

 
The committee’s responses to the previous standing charges document the effectiveness of the 

current structure in both facilitating systematic dialog and addressing issues of mutual concern.  

Specific Charges 
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Specific Charge 1.  Evaluate pattern of majors over time, to determine emerging trends and whether 
student-athletes deviate from the distribution of non-athletes beyond minor discrepancies.  Review 
CIP/University division discrepancy data. 

 
This charge was addressed under Standing Charge 1. 

 
Specific Charge 2.  Collaborate with KAI on strategies to promote increased awareness of student-
athlete academic honors and awards to the broader KU community.  
 
This charge was not directly addressed. 
 
Specific Charge 3.  Compare student-athlete integration into campus activities to non-athlete 
students. Include students not yet at their senior year. 

 
This charge was addressed under Standing Charge 1. 

 
Specific Charge 4. Continue dialogue with KAI Compliance to identify strategies for dissemination 
information to faculty and appropriate staff regarding compline issues and regulations that are 
impacted by academic actions and decisions. 
 
This charge was addressed under Standing Charge 3. 
 
Specific Charge 5.  Review the KAI annual audit reports on Title IX and diversity. 
 
This charge was addressed under Standing Charge 4. 
 
Specific Charge 6.  Review the outcomes of the FY11 recommendations regarding the funding and 
access to athletic training for club sports   
 

Recreation Services and Student Senate:  Given the growth of sports clubs and the current 
levels of funding, the committee recommends a review of the current funding model to 
determine its continued ability to provide adequate support these sports. 
 
Recreation Services:  The lack of access to athletic training is of significant concern.  
Therefore, the committee recommends that Recreation Services explore options for making 
athletic trainers available to club sports participants.  Options explored should include but are 
not limited to potential collaborative efforts with Kansas Athletics and the School of 
Education’s athletic training preparation program. 

 
As an historical note:  the general consensus of the USAC was that sports clubs where outside its 

purview; however, the concerns raised by a member of USAC were worthy of the committee’s 

identification of the appropriate entity to address the issue.  Thus, the FY11 recommendations were 

to entities outside the organizational structure of University Governance.  Aaron Quisenberry, 

Associate Director, Student Involvement and Leadership Center updated the committee on the status 

of the recommendations.  In Spring 2012, the Student Senate increased the sport club Required 

Campus Fee by $1.00, thus increasing the groups overall budget by approximately $45,000.  Sport 

club students were paying approximately 2/3 of their overall costs by themselves and the sport club 

Required Campus Fee was covering about 1/3 of the costs.   

 
Specific Charge 7.  Identify strategies in collaboration with KAI to facilitate increased 
communication to the campus regarding the vision and goals of KAI, given the change in leadership. 

 
This charge was addressed under Standing Charge 5. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Student‐Athlete Grade Summaries Spring and Fall 2012 
B. NCAA Eligibility Center Quick Reference Guide 
C.     Quick Guide to NCAA Requirements of the “Student” in “Student---Athlete” 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C  
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